INDIAN VOLUNTEERS                                               361

reasons of health. In spite of such proof, Mr. Bhyat could not get a permit,
the reason alleged being that he, having left the Transvaal some time
before the outbreak of war, could not be termed a refugee. The case
went to Lord Selborne through the British Indian Association, but His
Excellency declined to grant relief. It is a matter of painful surprise to
us that the High Commissioner should have denied justice in a case of
such importance. Indians have a right to complain that His Excellency
did not show for the Indian community that reasonable regard to which
he said some time ago it was rightly entitled.

Exasperated by the refusal, Mr. Bhyat appealed to the law courts
of the Colony, whose decision was entirely in Mr. Bhyat's favour. The
Magisterial interpretation of the Peace Preservation Ordinance means
that those Indians who have paid three pounds to the old Government
are free to enter the Transvaal without permits, on proof of such payment.

The case shows once more how hard it is for an Indian to get justice
from the Government in the Transvaal. Ever since the establishment
of British authority in that Colony, Indians have been obliged to struggle
against it for their right to exist in that portion of the British Empire.
They have more than once been obliged to extort from an unwilling ad-
ministration a measure of justice by the help of the law courts of the Colony.
Lord Selborne was inclined to resent the complaint of the British Indian
Association that the Government opposed the Indian community in the
licence test case. Perhaps there was some ground for resentment, as there
was a decided case of the Republican High Court to which the present
Government felt bound to give effect. In the present case, there was no
such precedent. The Peace Preservation Ordinance is a creation of the
British Government. It has been wrested from its proper sphere in order
to restrict Indian immigration. It was within the power of the Govern-
ment to grant relief, of its own motion, without being troubled with any
precedents. And yet an Indian merchant has had to undergo much
expense and worry, and has been compelled to resort to the law courts
of the Colony before he could receive even the elements of equitable
treatment. We wonder how Lord Selborne will justify this latest action of
the executive authority in the Transvaal,
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Much discussion has been carried on in this journal regarding whether
or not the Indians should participate in the war. The Government has
agreed to accept a corps of twenty stretcher-bearers, and the Congress
has got that number together. This has produced a very favourable im-
pression on the minds of prominent whites. Some leading members of
the community have, because of this, formed the opinion that we must
have innate ability for such work; and they advise us that -we should